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their Great King, who dwells at Baghdad and Bassora, and
who governs the whole nation of serpents both on land and
sea. Thus he receives presents of great value and takes
note of the letters that come to him from the four quarters
of the world. He administers justice, punishing and reward-
ing each according to his deserts.
The son of the King of the Serpents, being vizier of the
country of Diarbekir, wrote to his father : " O King, live
for ever ! May God increase thy greatness ! But know that
this year thy daughter-in-law and thy grandchildren have
been sick, and that the doctors ordered them to go for a cure
to the waters of Bingeul, there to take the baths and to eat
a petal of the flower hamaspiur (Lychnis orientates}. So we
bestirred ourselves and sent them with a numerous suite.
We wrote to the governor to pay them the honours due to
their rank and to facilitate their journey. When they reached
Bingeul they sent a letter to the general in command at
Mouch in Daron. He came with many serpents and ordered
thy daughter-in-law to be put to the torture.
" The serpents who escorted the lady exerted themselves
valiantly to defend her. There was a great battle on the
top of Bingeul. There chanced to be there one Semon, who
kept the flocks of a merchant in order to send them to Scham
(Damascus) and Aleppo. Semon took a cudgel and rushed
into the thick of the serpents of Daron ; he slew them and
scattered them, and thy daughter-in-law was saved, with her
children and servants. So there are good folk even among
men. O Great King, I will punish them of Daron. But it
is for thee to reward, in a manner befitting thy Greatness,
the man who saved thy daughter-in-law,"
The King of the Serpents took store of precious stones
and came in great state to his palace on the road to Aleppo,
He posted sentinels, and lo ! one came to tell him that Semon
had passed by. The serpents performed some magic rites,
and Semon thought he saw the world turned upside down.
His companions had left him, and he found himself alone
with thousands of serpents in front of him.
One of the serpents took a paper in which the noble deed
done by Semon was recorded in complimentary terms, and
this report he read out before the King and the princes.